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Your advisers must be able to judge much better than
I can as to the financial exigencies of the case, otherwise I
should have thought that in this, as in so many instances
of the kind, the boldest and simplest measure was the
best."

Thus ends the private correspondence on the Salt Tax.
In the discussion of the Bill, which passed without opposition
in Calcutta, the Madras Member of Council said, " That the
Madras Government, having in view the advantages to
be obtained by a much larger portion of the population
of the whole Empire, had signified their approval of the
measure;" and at the same time he expressed their
" appreciation of the careful and favourable consideration
which had been given to the Madras views on the question,
and which had resulted in a considerable reduction of the
increase originally proposed."

It will be seen that it was only after the most careful
study of the question that Lord Hobart formed the opinion
which led him to object to even the slight increase in the
Salt Tax in Madras of 3 annas, or 4^d. upon every 82 Ib. of
salt. In the beginning of the present year the fcax was
increased by 11 annas, or Is. 4|d This would have been
greatly regretted by Lord Hobart, and it is earnestly to be
hoped that the measure may be only temporary.

It is perhaps difficult to realise the actual condition of
the people for whose interests he so earnestly pleaded.

In the Report of the census for the Madras Presidency
for the year 1871-72 it is distinctly stated that "The sales
of salt, allowing for the consumption in other districts, are
not so large as to warrant the assumption that every indi-
vidual of the population gets the quantity of salt that is
essential for the maintenance of vigorous health."
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